& DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION Pl 27.03

Chapter PI 27
COMMENCEMENT OF SCHOOL TERM

P127.01 Applicability and purpose. P127.03 Commencement of school term.
PI127.02 Definitions. PI 27.04 Reporting requirements.

Note: ChapterPl 27was created as an emgency rule dective March 13, 2002. mitted at the earliest possible time prior to the beginning of the
schoolterm.

_ PI27.01 Applicability and purpose. This chapter estab () 1. A school board may commence a school term prior to
lishes procedures for school boards to usgdguesting that a septembet. in subsequent years if it submits a written request to
schoolterm commence prior to September 1 as providedrfder  the department under sut4) asking for an earlier school start
s.118.045 Stats. This chapter also establishes criteria useddgte, and such request is granted by the department. The request
determiningwhether an extraordinary reason exists for grantinghalibe submitted annually by January 1 prioth®e beginning of
sucha request. the school term.

History: CR 01-130ct. Register April 2002 No. S3@. 5-1-02. 2. If an extraordinary event occurs after the January 1-dead
line, the school boardhall submit the written request under this

P127.02  Definitions. In this chapter: _ paragraptat the earliest possible time prior to the beginning of the
(1) “Department’means the W¥consin department of public schoolterm.

instrucEion. ) _ _ (4) Therequest undesub.(3) shall be adopted as a written-res
(2) “Forcesof nature” means an event that is outside the coglytion by the school board at a school board meetingcibva

trol of the school board and could not be avoided by exercisegieswith the open meetings law under 3.83and19.84 Stats.

duecare. Therequest and resolution shall include all of the following:

(2m) *“International baccalaureate program” means a pre- (a) The reasons and any othretevant facts relating to the
universitycourse oftudy authorized by a high scheotegistra  requestfor an earlier school start date.

tion with the international baccalaureategamization, a non— (b) Wh ;
. - _e - ' < en an extraordinary event took place @heonology
profit educational @anization founded in 196hd operating out of events leading to the request.

of Geneva, Switzerland, that includes a standardizedculum s .
anda mandatory standardized examination schedule, as required®) The department may grant a request only if it determines

by that sponsoring ganization. that there are extraordinary reasons for granting rérguest.

(3) “Schoolboard” has the meaning defined ii5.001 (7) Extraordinaryreasons include any of the following:
Stats. (a) Calendars for the 2002-2003 or 2003-2004 school year

4) “Schoolterm” means the time commencinith the first thatwere ratified by both parties prior to September 1, 2001. This

schoZ)Idayand ending with the last school day thv;LtIthe schools t%rfovision applies to union high schabstricts and the school dis
o . . S icts operating only elementary grades whose territory is

a school district are in operation for attendancepobils in a includedin the union high school district when one of these dis

schoolyear other than for the operation of summer classes. . . ys _ _
History: CR 01-130cr. Register April 2002 No. 556, 5-1-02-CR 03-112 tricts has a ratified calendar for the 2002-2003 or 2003-2004

cr. (2m) Register July 2004 No. 583ff, 8-1-04. schoolyear
(b) Major construction projects that cauke school term to
P127.03 Commencement of school term. (1) Except bealtered and necessitate an earlier start date for the entire district.

asspecified under subg) and(3), beginning in the2002-2003  (c) Closure of school due to forces of nature, cadiations,
schoolyear no publicschool may commence a school term untibr environmental orders.

Septembed. S o (d) Excessive costs associated with the transportation of pupils
(2) The provisions in this chapter do nptohibit a school who attend private schools that start prior to September 1. If an
boardfrom doing any of the following: earlier start date is requested under tharagraph, the school

(a) Holding athletic contests or practidesfore September 1. boardshall provide siicient documentation to establish that it

(b) Scheduling in-service days or work days before Septemb@s made a good faithfeft to work with the private school to
. coordinatea school start date on or after September 1.

(c) Offering specialized programming for pupils before Sep (e) Participation bya high school in the |ntternat|onal baccalau
temberl. Specialized programming allows pupils to engage fateprogram with more than 75% of thé"land 1 grade
specific activities such as gifted and talented classes, remediPils enrolled in the high school also being enrolled in one or
education,migrant programs, or thgouth option program. In moreof the courses that ardfefed undethe international bacea
addition, new learning strategies to address a school in need&jreateprogram, if all of the following conditions are met:
improvementunder s115.38 (4) Stats., may be considered spe 1. The pupils in the school distriere given the option of
cializedprogramming. Whilehis provision allows certain activi enrollingin anotherhigh school in the school district that is not
tiesfor tageted groups of pupils to begin before September 1 sitbjectto a request for an early start date.

doesnot allow the school board tofigfally begin its schooterm 2. The request applies only to thigh school that is partici
beforeSeptember 1. patingin the international baccalaureate program and not to any
(d) Holding school year-round. otherelementarymiddle, junior high, or high schools operated by

(3) (a) A school board may commence a school term prior tBe school district.
Septembed, 2002, if it submits a written request to the depart (6) (a) The department shatiake its determination in writing
mentunder sub(4) asking foran earlier school start date, and suchsto whether an extraordinary reasexists and shall notify the
requestis granted by thelepartment. The request shall be-sulschoolboard of its determination. The determination shall
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basedon the information provided by the school board ang tourismand the senate committee having jurisdiction over educa

otherinformation received by the department. tion. The report shall include the following information:
(b) Atany time prior to the issuance of a fitermination, (1) The districts that made a request.

the school board may withdraw its request. (2) The extraordinary reason cited for each request.
History: CR 01-130cr. Register April 2002 No. 55&f. 5-1-02;CR 03-112: (3) The departmens determination and the reasonsgmm

cr. (5) (e)Register July 2004 No. 583ff. 8-1-04. . -
ing or denying each request.

P127.04 Reporting requirements. The state superinten  (4) The nature ancextent of information from non-school
dentshall provide, annually by November 1, a report orofira  hoardsources receivelly the department underfd.27.03 (6) (a)
tion of the rule to the assembly committee having jurisdiction ovemistory: CR 01-130cr. Register April 2002 No. 556f. 5-1-02.
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